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NEWS FLASH
WE MADE IT !!!
Full Acceptance
JANUARY 2021

Biewer Terrier Second Quarter 2020

July 2020
Greeting Members,
In these times of uncertainty, I am hoping that you are all finding yourselves in good health and spirits.
This year has been quite an eventful year, with COVID19 continuing to reemerge our conformation
shows have been cancelled for the remainder of the year. We are however, planning on holding our
annual Specialty in Orlando this December, if all goes well. I wish to congratulate the members that
participated in the BTCA Agility Trial that was held on June 15 in Lewisberry, Pa. Great job!
We are coming up to elections again and this year the positions that will be voted on will be the
following:
Vice President
Secretary
Director
Further instructions will be coming forth on how to participate in the election process.

The Board continues to work towards our big day in January with our full acceptance.
On a different note, members have brought to my attention that there have been some postings on
outside sites that are once again disseminating misinformation about the BTCA. If any member has
any questions as to the purpose, history and goals of our club please do not hesitate to contact either
myself or any member of the Board for the correct information. Please remember that the strength of
our club comes from the support of our members.
I would like to thank all of the members that have come forward to volunteer on club committees and
also I wish to encourage the rest of you to find a committee that suits you and to volunteer you time
and talents. Let’s work together to make this a great club!
Wishing you all safety and health,

Myrna Torres
Co-Founder
President
Biewer Terrier Club of America, Inc.
www.btcainc.org
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Greeting Members,
The Show Committee wanted to give the members an update on the current status of shows and the
upcoming plans. Diana Sparkowski has been appointed the new Chairperson. We are always looking
for help so please let Diana know if interested in joining the Committee.
As you know with the current COVID 19 situation most dog shows have been cancelled, postponed,
or on standby. This impacted our planned BTCA sponsored Open Shows planned May 30 and May
31 in Columbus, NJ, July 3 and 4 in Ferndale, CA and Belton, TX September 19 and 20. The
associated All Breed clubs made the decisions to cancel their shows on those dates due to various
reasons related with state, county and COVID 19 impact issues. This will not impact our breed
moving up to full acceptance in the Toy Group January 1, 2021 as these shows were previously
approved and cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.
We received the members vote in a survey to see which location for our Specialty in 2020 you wished
in choices between Palm Springs, CA and Orlando, FL. The BTCA Board carefully reviewed the
results and the comments for your choices. The membership voting was almost even for either
location. The BTCA Board voted to hold the 2020 designated Specialty in Orlando, FL in December
of 2020. Diana and the Committee will be holding meetings soon to discuss planning for that event.
Lastly, as we move into full acceptance into the Toy Group and after the application for the license to
hold Specialties as a fully accepted breed is approved a venue for our first National Specialty and
perhaps Regional Specialties as a fully accepted breed will need to be located and planned. This will
open many areas of opportunities and locations for the Breed. The Committee plans on researching
promising venues and then vetting those possible dates and locations with the BTCA Board and
membership before final selection and planning for 2021.
The agility report from Yolanda Russel is that the BTCA Agility trial was held on Monday, June 15,
2020 at Bella Vista Training Center in Lewisberry, PA. There were 5 BTCA club members in
attendance at the trial of Ann Schultz, Patricia Mowery, Yolanda Russell, Marsue Reuss and Antonia
Rotella. Proceeds from the trial resulted in proceeds of $515 to BTCA!
Our next scheduled trial is Monday, November 2, 2020 at Bella Vista
We hope everyone stays safe and healthy during these challenging days, and the Show Committee
will keep you updated on the plans going forward.

Diana Sparkowski
BTCA Show Chairperson

Michele Lyons

Co-Assist BTCA Show Chair
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Diana Marasco Sparkowski and Michele Lyons will being putting together a Show Committee meeting in
August. We will be sending out an invite to those currently in the Show Committee, and those who
might want to join and a couple of members who have experience with the virtual dog show
environment.
In addition, we will partnering with Adrianne L. Dering as the Chair of Fundraisers at the meeting. Also,
in the meeting we will be do planning for the 2020 BTCA designed Specialty and planning for
researching venues for the first 2021 BTCA Specialty as a fully accepted breed.
If you are not a member of the Committee and would like to be part of this planning process, please
reach out to Diana Marasco Sparkowski.
Thank you for all the suggestions.
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Greeting Members,
The Biewer Terrier Club of America wishes to welcome the following new members to the club. We
are excited to have them and appreciative of their participation and the experience they bring.
Susan Bloom

Karen OConnor

Tracey Dorrity

Dale Hunsburger

Brenda Rojas

Barbara Parker

Nayef Homsi

Andrew Peel

Eileen Nicholas

Lauren Heaton

Anita Anderson

Nancy Gessner

Karen Lehmann

Ed Valle

Rey Guzman

Doni Cervantes
BTCA Membership Chairperson
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Message from Dr. Mike

CHIC(Canine Health Incentive certification)

Our OFA/CHIC recommended health testing for breeding stock was recently updated. Irina Kanfer thought
we should do more to educate members what this AKC program is about. She found new members, even
some in over a year or more, never heard of it. So Irina did the research and put together this attachment for
all of use to have a better understanding of this AKC program and how we can benefit from it.
Thanks,

Dr. Mike
Health Committee Chairperson
Biewer Terrier Club of America, Inc.
BIEWER TERRIER OFA-CHIC HEALTH TESTING UPDATED REQUIREMENTS
Eye Examination by a boarded ACVO Ophthalmologist prior to the onset of breeding,
recommend evaluations at 1, 3, and 6 Years of Age. Results registered with OFA
Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) DNA Test DNA based prcd-PRA test from an approved lab
Primary Lens Luxation DNA based PLL results from an approved lab

THERE ARE ADDITIONAL OPTIONAL TESTS FOR THE BREED LISTED ON THE OFA WEBSITE
THAT BREEDERS HAVE A CHOICE OF COMPLETING AND ADDING TO THEIR CERTIFICATION.
https://www.ofa.org/recommended-tests?breed=BYT
What is the CHIC Certification Program?
The OFA created the Canine Health Information Center (CHIC) by partnering with participating parent
clubs to research and maintain information on the health issues prevalent in specific breeds. They’ve
established a recommended protocol for breed-specific health screenings. Dogs tested in accordance
with that protocol are recognized with a CHIC number and certification.
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At OFA, they recognize that the more information stored and accessible in these databases, the better
it will be for every breed. They encourage all breeders to obtain CHIC Certification if their breed
participates in the CHIC program.
A dog achieves CHIC Certification if it has been screened for every disease recommended by its
parent club and those results are publicly available in the database.
CHIC Program Goals
• work with parent clubs in the identification of health issues for which a central information system
should be established.
• establish and maintain a central health information system in a manner that will support research
into canine disease and provide health information to owners and breeders.
• establish scientifically valid diagnostic criteria for the acceptance of information into the database.
• base of information on individually identified dogs at the consent of the owner.
CHIC Program Benefits The CHIC Program offers benefits to breeders, buyers, parent clubs,
and researchers.
For breeders, CHIC provides a reliable source of information regarding dogs they may use in their
breeding programs. Breeders can analyze the pedigrees of a proposed breeding for health strengths
and weaknesses in addition to the traditional analysis of conformation, type, and performance strengths
and weaknesses.
For buyers, the CHIC program provides accurate information about the results of a breeder’s health
testing. For diseases that are limited to phenotypic evaluations, there are no guarantees. However, the
probability that an animal will develop an inherited disease is reduced when its ancestry has tested
normal. As more DNA tests become available and the results are entered, the OFA database will be
able to establish whether progeny will be clear, carriers, or affected.
For parent clubs considering the establishment of health databases on their own, the CHIC Program
provides the answer with no upfront investment required by the club. The CHIC infrastructure is
supplied and maintained by the OFA and the data is maintained in a secure environment by trained
staff. The services are not subject to the time, technology, and resource constraints that parent clubs
might face on their own. This allows parent clubs to focus on their core strengths of identifying health
concerns, to educate their members, and to encourage participation in the CHIC Program through
OFA.
For researchers, the OFA database - specifically those dogs that have achieved CHIC Certification provide confidential and accurate aggregate information on multiple generations of dogs. This
information will also be useful for epidemiological studies enhancing our knowledge of health issues
affecting all breeds of dogs.
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For everyone interested in canine health issues, the OFA database and the dogs that have
achieved CHIC Certification are tools to monitor disease prevalence and measure progress.
OFA History
The Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) was founded as a private, not-for-profit foundation in
1966 by John M. Olin, a well-known inventor, industrialist, philanthropist, conservationist, and
sportsman. Olin was an avid sportsman, hunter, and field trial participant. When hip dysplasia began
to impact the performance of Olin’s dogs, he organized an initial meeting with representatives of the
veterinary community, the Golden Retriever Club of America, and the German Shepherd Dog Club of
America to discuss means of limiting the disease. This ultimately led to the formation and
incorporation of the OFA. Its initial mission: To provide radiographic evaluation, data management,
and genetic counseling for canine hip dysplasia. While the OFA continues to focus on hip dysplasia,
today’s mission, “To improve the health and well-being of companion animals through a reduction in
the incidence of genetic disease,” reflects the organization’s expansion into other inherited diseases
and other companion animals such as cats.The OFA has funded over $3 million in research aimed
at reducing the incidence and prevalence of inherited disease in companion animals. Projects
are funded through the AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF), the Morris Animal Foundation
(MAF) and occasionally through direct grants. OFA-supported research is not limited to orthopedic
disease and has included cancer, heart disease, thyroid disease and various other diseases. Research
projects vary as to breeds and diseases, and all are done at many of our leading universities and
research institutions. With the recent completion of the mapping of the canine genome, the OFA is
focusing more of its research dollars toward research at the molecular level.
For details regarding the research funded, view the Research History. In addition to the specific grants
outlined, the OFA has directly funded whole genome sequencing on numerous dogs, regularly
supplies DNA samples to research projects worldwide, funds veterinary student outreach projects,
and maintains an endowed veterinary student scholarship at the University of Missouri.

Created by Irina Kanfer in collaboration with Mike Kruk
source: www.OFA.org
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Hi Gayle,
We are pleased to provide your membership with this week’s edition of the Embark Newsletter.
We provide these articles as part of our commitment to share and explore educational content
with our partners and the purebred dog community. Please share with your members and feel
free to forward to any other individuals or groups that may be interested.
Thank you, and we look forward to hearing your comments and feedback.
Thanks,

Alison,
Embark Director of Breed Club Relations

Health Tests

Genetic COI

Breed Clubs

New research underscores the importance of genome-wide genetic diversity
analysis
The decline of genetic diversity among dog breeds is an increasing concern for many
breeders and owners. Embark is committed to helping address this important topic, and is
pleased to share new research findings on the impact of using genome-wide genetic panels
to measure genetic diversity, and why DNA tests that use lower density panels may do more
harm than good.
https://embarkvet.com/resources/blog/dog-breeding-guided-by-small-genetic-panels-can-reduce-geneticdiversity/
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Embark's industry-leading DNA test offers comprehensive information for breeders. This
includes genetic health tests for your breed, coat color, genetic diversity, and tools to help you
understand and apply the results.
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March 21, 2020
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ask-elected-officials-declare-pet-services-essential-businesses-covid-19related-closures/

Dear AKC Legislative Liaisons, Delegates and Club Officers,
Please share this message with club members and other concerned dog owners.
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, many states are shutting down all but what they deem to be
essential services and businesses - and AKC is asking for your help in ensuring our dogs continue to
get the supplies and services they need and deserve.
The American Kennel Club (AKC) joined this week with the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council
(PIJAC) and other animal industry and pet care leaders to urge government officials to help ensure
the well-being of animals and their owners by allowing businesses that provide products and services
for the care of pets to continue to operate during the COVID-19 response. Dennis Sprung, AKC
President/CEO, along with more than 780 pet care professionals from across the U.S., sent an open
letter to federal, state, and local government officials asking that pet service and supply stores be
listed as essential retailers that are exempt from mandatory closures.
"During this extraordinary time, we are challenged to care for our families, neighbors and friends. Our
dogs are part of this community. Whether they are pets or service animals, dogs provide remarkable
benefits and support to their owners, especially amid uncertainty. For the continued well-being of
these animals and their owners, we must have access to pet foods, supplies, and services that may
not otherwise be available. The AKC is proud to join with other representatives of the pet care
community in asking governments to exempt from closure these essential businesses," said Sprung.
How You Can Help:
AKC asks concerned pet owners to join us in communicating this important request.
If you live in IL, PA, CA, NJ or WA: No action is necessary; officials have already indicated that they
will consider pet suppliers as critical business for the purpose of remaining open.
If you live in CT, OR: We urge you to contact your legislators as soon as possible. We understand
decisions regarding closures could be made as soon as Sunday, March 22.
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If you live in NY: A close order, which does not specifically exempt pet product suppliers, has just
been made by the Governor. You may wish to respectfully urge your legislators to encourage the
Governor to reconsider allowing pet suppliers to remain open.
We ask all concerned pet owners to contact your own state legislators and governor and ask them to
declare that businesses that provide products and services for the care of pets be declared essential
businesses.
Please respectfully tell them:
• You are a constituent,
• Share the role your pets play in your family - especially during times of uncertainty such as

these, and
• Explain how important it is for owners to be able to care for their pets, keeping in mind that not

all pet products may be available in grocery stores.
Visit the AKC Legislative Action Center and type your address into the "Find Your Elected Officials"
box on the home page to find the contact information for both of your state legislators and your
governor, and reach out to them TODAY.
AKC Government Relations continues to closely monitor all changing and evolving legislative issues
during this pandemic. For the latest information, visit AKC's Legislative Action Center
at www.akcgr.org.
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,

American Kennel Club Updates on COVID-19 Pandemic
Please see the following message from the AKC Board of Directors and AKC Staff:
Covid-19: Participating in Dog Sports
The American Kennel Club continues to encourage each of its 5,000 clubs to adhere to federal, state
and local restrictions pertaining to minimizing the spread of COVID-19. As states gradually begin to
reopen, we strongly urge clubs to follow every regulation for large gatherings. We support each club’s
informed decision to reschedule, postpone or cancel their respective events, as well as support clubs
ready to hold events in municipalities that are open and permit gatherings. In an ongoing effort to
assist event chairs and organizers, the Sports and Events Department has been working on
suggested guidelines for best health practices to be used when the resumption of our sports is
possible, as well as assisting events with date checks, Judges assignments, conflicts, etc. The
guidelines will be made available in the coming weeks.
For accurate and timely information, please visit:
•

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public

•

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

We will continue to monitor the situation and any developments.
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Dear AKC Dog Owner,
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, American Kennel Club customers are advised that the AKC Staff will
be working remotely for the time being. The physical headquarters in New York, NY is closed and the
operations center in Raleigh, NC has limited staff to process inbound and outbound orders.
The AKC is working to keep this transition as seamless as possible and will maintain the usual
operations hours of 8:15a-4:30p EST Mon-Fri. The customer service call center will remain open until
8pm EST Mon-Fri, online registration services are available 24/7, and AKC DNA processing continues
as normal. Customers using these services should experience minimal disruption. However, be
advised that during this time, we may experience delays with the postal mail processing. We strongly
encourage customers to use email to contact staff, use customer service as a resource, and make use
of our online services when applicable at www.akc.org.
We will make further announcements as needed due to this fluid situation. We appreciate your
understanding and consideration during this difficult time.
Take care and be well.
To contact AKC via email, please use the emails below:
Customer Service/Registration - info@akc.org
AKC.TV (programming and shows) - info@akc.tv
Communications/PR - communications@akc.org
Event Operations - eventplans@akc.org
Government Relations - doglaw@akc.org
Library and Archives - Please click here
Marketing - marketing@akc.org
Public Education and Community Outreach - publiced@akc.org
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BTCA Board Meeting
April 15 , 2020
Roll Call:
President Mrs. Myrna Torres, Secretary Mrs. Iris Star, Vice President Mrs. Gayle Pruett, Treasurer
Mrs. Tammy Ryker, Director interim Mrs. Michele Lyons, and Director interim Mrs. Debarah Billings.
Mrs. Doni Cervantes for Membership.
Membership
Mrs. Cervantes presented five applications for membership. One membership application was voted
on and did not pass for acceptance to membership.
The following candidates were voted on and passed for membership status:
•
•
•
•

Nayef Hamsi
Andrew Peel
Eileen Nicholas
Susan Bloom-Associate member to full membership.

Mrs. Cervantes was excused from the meeting.
Treasurer Report
Mrs. Ryker present report of total funds of $26,923.70. The amount in the Paypal account is
$1153.40.
Discussed process to get new members listed on the membership list, website, and Secretary.
Process will be Secretary will notify the Membership Chair if the Chair is absent or substitute member
presenting, with a cc to Mrs. Billings who is in charge of the AKC Facebook membership page, and cc
to Mrs. Elaine Hilton who runs the newsletter.
Unfinished Business
•

•
•

UC Davis study-Mrs. Pruett is working with Dr. Kruk on the UC Davis study detail coordination.
Mrs. Lyons brought up the issue of the 100 swabs and BTCA sponsorship and payment of the
study. Board discussed and agreed that BTCA members would be given the first opportunity
with a time limit for the first 100 swabs and if there were openings after that period that it would
be opened to the public with Biewer Terriers
Rules and Regulation Committee-Board discussed and agreed that a function of the
Compliance Committee chaired by Mrs. Lyons would be in charge of issues that may come up
related to the move over to Full Acceptance to the Toy Group.
Versatility Achievement Awards-Mrs. Pruett discussed the need for this award to include
agility members with their various titles along with conformation wins. It was discussed that
AKC sends out information on it in May to the Secretary of clubs. It will be included under the
Show Committee.
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New Business
•

Designated Specialty-Mrs. Torres discussed invite from the Palm Springs KC to hold our
designated Specialty there in early January as an alternative to our historical location of
Orlando, FL. It was discussed that a newly accepted breed has to apply to obtain their license
to put on the National and Regional Specialties associated with being a fully accepted breed.
This license cannot be applied for until the day accepted and takes 30+ days to obtain so the
option to make Palm Springs a National or Regional Specialty is not possible. Thus, it was
voted on and passed by the Board that a discussion would be had with membership on the
option of holding our last designated Specialty in Orlando, FL vs. Palm Springs, CA. There
were many benefits of both and with options being on either cost. Mrs. Billing discussed the
need to know how many might go to either venues as part of the discussion. Mrs. Lyons as
interim Show Chair was tasked to get the membership ideas on the two options and present at
the next Board meeting for a vote. Also, Mrs. Lyons will continue conversations with Palm
Springs KC once the decision is made. A Show Chair was discussed to be needed soon, as
Mrs. Lyons is in many other groups and other responsibilities and needs assistance. Mrs.
Torres and Mrs. Pruett agreed to interview viable candidates that expressed interest and make
decision soon.

•

Bond for Treasurer-Mrs. Star discussed subject if a bond was needed to be a Treasurer of an
AKC club. Board discussed not a bad idea for future requirements if needed and if the club
has larger funds. The costs for a bond was found to be very cost prohibitive for the size of the
organization.

•

Interim Director position filled-The open Director position due to a resignation was officially
placed with Mrs. Debarah Billings, and Mrs. Torres thanked her for agreeing to step up and
assist with the remaining term.

•

CHIC Proposal by members-Board discussed and reviewed a detailed PowerPoint and
proposal centered on CHIC involvement for the club and associated awards. The Board had a
lengthy discussion on the energy and time and thought that went in by the 6 to 7 BTCA
members that sent the proposal over. Although, much merit was found the Board moved that
as a Club did not feel that could recommend a health screening tool over another. BTCA and
AKC support CHIC and information about other quality health and breeding screening, but do
not pass having a proposal that put CHIC above other tools. It was agreed that Mrs. Pruett and
Mrs. Torres would draft a response thanking the members for the proposal and that would put
a link on the Website for CHIC and general information about it for members or public that are
interested in that health screening tool.

•

Move to Toy Group-Mrs. Torres and Mrs. Pruett discussed their conversation with AKC on
moving up to Toy Group on 1/1/21. Discussed requirements, a delegate for the Club, BTRA
will stay open until 1/2023 for registration, and the license needed to hold Regional and
National Specialties that will be applied shortly after acceptance on 1/1/21.

Closing:
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Mrs. Star moved to close the meeting and seconded by Mrs. Torres.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Mrs. Lyons for approval by the Board.

17 | P a g e

Biewer Terrier Club of America

31 July 2020

Biewer Terrier Second Quarter 2020
BTCA Board Meeting
May 11, 2020
Roll Call:
President Mrs. Myrna Torres, Secretary Mrs. Iris Star, Vice President Mrs. Gayle Pruett, Director
interim Mrs. Michele Lyons, and Director interim Mrs. Debarah Billings. Mrs. Doni Cervantes for
Membership. Mrs. Ryker, Treasurer had conflict and was absent.
Membership
Mrs. Cervantes presented three applications for membership and one that was in process and
would be voted on later.
The following candidates were voted on and passed for membership status:
• Brenda Rojas
• Dale Hunsurger
• Barbara Parker
Mrs. Cervantes was excused from the meeting.
Treasurer Report
Mrs. Ryker was not able to be present. The preliminary Treasurer report was sent due to a conflict
for attendance. Mrs. Star read into the minutes that balance is $27,023.34. Working on issues
related with PayPal account.
Unfinished Business
• Designated Specialty Survey results-Mrs. Lyons presented results. Almost even results in
the two locations. Mrs. Lyons was to gather some additional information on deadlines and it
was tabled to be voted at in the June Board meeting.
• CHIC-Communication related to a proposal was approved by the Board.
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New Business
• Committee Reports-Mrs. Pruett discussed upcoming UC Davis study and JEC and Show
Committee met in April with members to coordinate next steps.
• Insurance Report-Mr. Jorge Torres reported on our insurance coverage for the club.
COVID 19 is causing issues with many public events and the best recommendations he
received were following county, state and club such as AKC guidelines to be in compliance
with.
• Upcoming elections-Mrs. Torres brought up that Vice President, Secretary and a Director
position that Mrs. Lyons is filling in for will be open for elections. Mrs. Torres requested
that we start thinking of qualified candidates for the slate and a Committee will be set up per
the Bylaws.
• Ordering Medals for Agility-Mrs. Torres requested that Mrs. Star be in the lookout for
information that would be forthcoming on the ability for clubs to order medals for
Versatility and related awards for our club members who participate in such events.
Closing:
Mrs. Star moved to close the meeting and seconded by Mrs. Torres.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Mrs. Lyons for approval by the Board.
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BTCA Board Meeting
June 8 , 2020
Roll Call:
President Mrs. Myrna Torres, Secretary Mrs. Iris Star, Vice President Mrs. Gayle Pruett, Director
interim Mrs. Michele Lyons, and Director interim Mrs. Debarah Billings. Mrs. Billings had some
technical issues and had to drop off at the end of the meeting. Mrs. Doni Cervantes was not
present as had a conflict for Membership presentation.
Membership
Mrs. Cervantes was not present but Mrs. Pruett submitted 2 vetted membership applications.
The following candidates were voted on and passed for membership status:
• Karen O’ Connor
• Tracey Dorrity
Treasurer Report
Mrs. Ryker presented $24,488.23 in bank account and Paypal $1126.46.
Receipts for Survey Monkey and Trademark will be submitted.
Unfinished Business
• Designated Specialty Survey results-Mrs. Lyons presented results of the survey at the last
meeting. Almost even results in the two locations voted by members. Discussion as many
pros and cons for both. In addition, the COVID 19 situation makes both venues an
unknown. Voting passed for Orlando, FL. Mrs. Lyons will discuss with the Show
Chairperson Mrs. Diana Sparkowski to set up planning for it.
• Upcoming Elections-Committee will be appointed at the next Board meeting. The
Committee needs to present the proposed slate for open positions by August 15 to the
Secretary.
• Ordering Medals for Agility-Mrs. Star reported that information from AKC had not yet
been received. She will look into it and report back.
New Business
• Austin KC and Open Show Cancellation-Austin KC All breed club cancelled their AKC
show on September 19 and 20 due to many issues related with COVID 19. Mrs. Lyons
reported that AKC, Show Chairperson Mrs. Diana Sparkowski, and Mrs. Hilton with the
newsletter were informed. It is not needed to move up to the Toy Group due to the
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•
•

•

•

cancellation being outside of their control. However, depending upon the situation if
another viable opportunity arises and appropriate will roll over the fees to another Open
Show.
Renewal of Trademark of Incorporation-Was filed last week by Mrs. Lyons. Mrs. Ryker
was reminded to look into the renewal of the incorporation dues which are due annually.
Foreign memberships-We have a few foreign members now. There is an inquiry in some
members in Spain and Mrs. Torres is working on the inquiry. Many foreign clubs
occasionally are trying to work on issues with getting fully recognized and will work with
them as possible as the right thing to do.
Health Committee Discussion on timeline for UC Davis Study-Mrs. Pruett discussed
that Dr. Kruk, Health Committee Chairperson has indicated that they have given out 100
codes. However approximately 60 have been submitted to UC Davis. Board discussed that
will make a deadline of 7/15/20 and ask Dr. Kruk and the Health Committee to continue to
reassign the codes to the public and club as needed. If 100 specimens have not been
received by then, will re-evaluate. Mrs. Lyons and Mrs. Pruett will discuss the Board’s
findings and discuss any other concerns he may have.
BTCA Website-Mrs. Pruett discussed that the website will be updated in conjunction with
Ms. Lindsey Schreiner and Ms. Anita Anderson. A proposal for website hosting of $142 for
3 years and a $1000 annual budget was passed by the Board. Color palette was passed by the
Board for the design.

Closing:
Mrs. Star moved to close the meeting and seconded by Mrs. Ryker.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Mrs. Lyons for approval by the Board.
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New Committees
I hope everyone is doing well as we battle this pandemic together.
This year we would like to start a couple new committees, Yearbook and Fund Raising, and will be
needing volunteers to chair and serve on them. If you are interested in either one of them, please
contact Myrna Torres (mretana24@msn.com) and Gayle Pruett (pruettbiewers@gmail.com).
Thank you for your support.

Gayle Pruett
Vice President
Biewer Terrier Club of America, Inc.
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By Laws Committee

History Committee

Health Committee

Chair: Michele Lyons

Chair: Gayle Pruett

Chair: Michael Kruk

Member: Gayle Pruett

Member: Myrna Torres

Member: Gayle Pruett

Member: Myrna Torres

Member: Ilona Shanklin

Member: Michele Lyons

Meet the Breeds & Expo
Committee

Intellectual & Compliance
Committee

Public Relations Committee

Chair: Debarah Billings

Chair: Michele Lyons

Chair: Jonathan David

Expo: Doni Cervantes

Member: Myrna Torres

Member: Anita Anderson

Ethics Committee

Newsletter Committee

Rescue Committee

Chair: Kathryn Roberts

Chair: Elaine Hilton

Chair: Victoria Olson

Parent Club Committee

Show Committee

Publicity Committee

Chair: Myrna Torres

Chair: Diana Sparkowski

Chair: Debarah Billings

Member: Gayle Pruett

Member: Michele Lyons

Registration Assistance
Committee

Standard Committee

Website Committee

Chair: Gayle Pruett

Chair: Gayle Pruett

Web Master: Anita Anderson

Member: Myrna Torres

Member: Myrna Torres

Member: Jonathan David

Member: Jonathan David

Social Media Committee

Membership Committee

Agility Committee

Facebook: Anita Anderson

Chair: Doni Cervantes

Chair: Yolanda Russell

Twitter: Doni Cervantes

Member: Bobbie Michele Wehrfritz

Member: Cathy Consla

Facebook: Debarah Billings

Member: Aurora Lewis

Judge Education Committee

Yearbook Committee

Fund Raising Committee

Chair: Ed Valle

Chair:

Chair: Andrianne Dering

Co-Chair: Gayle Pruett

Member:

Member:

Member: Vanessa Venditello
Member: Myrna Torres
Member: Bobbie Michele Wehrfritz
Member: Debarah Billings
Member: Tammy Ryker
Member: Kat Roberts
Member: Michele Lyons
Member: Marsue Reuss

Do you see a committee that piques your interest …
Please contact then and become a committee member or volunteer…
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To some of you this will be just a refresher; to others it will be helpful! Since the Biewer Terrier will moved to
the Full Acceptance as of January 1, 2021. I’m going to discuss the advantages and how to help
you get your Biewer Terrier in the show ring.
With the breed moving to Miscellaneous we can now “double enter” our dogs. We can now enter in the
Miscellaneous at the All-Breed Kennel Club in your area (this is where you will need to search the AKC Events
calendar) and also the Open Show miscellaneous. This usually will take two entry forms since it is considered
two shows. It also helps the Superintendent for the show/shows.
You can find the AKC Show Calendar by going to www.akc.org Sports & events. Select the event;
Conformation. Narrow the field with Conformation All-Breed & Group (this is where you will find the
Miscellaneous Group; also your Biewer Terrier needs to be a minimum of 6 months old to enter); Conformation
FSS Open Show or Conformation 4-6 month Beginner Puppy (caution this is only for 4-6 month old puppies
and you will need to watch the birth date, example to follow; also, for your puppy to get CM points it needs at
least two Biewer Terriers or to win Best Beginner Puppy In Show). Narrow this field again by clicking on States
you’d attend. Click Find Event.
To enter your Biewer Terrier you will need an entry form. These forms can be found in Premium lists sent
to you. If you need an entry form; www.akc.org Downloadable Forms . Scroll down to Conformation event and
print AKC Official Entry Form. You will need to put the name of the Kennel Club at the Header of the Page.
The rest of the information you will need can be found either from the events calendar Premium information for
kennel club you want to attend and also your dog’s AKC Registration paper. Watch closing dates so as to give
yourself plenty of time to mail entry. Also the Superintendent will be helpful if you need to call.
Birthdates; are so critical! Please keep in mind your dog’s birthdate when entering because if entered in the
wrong age class; you can lose any potential win points. Here’s my example: My Pearl Harbor was born on
12/7/2018. I can enter her in the 4-6 month Beginner Puppy Competition and also the 4-6 month puppy class
in the Open Show on 7/5 and 7/6. I cannot enter her in the Miscellaneous class in the All- Breed show because
she is NOT 6 months of age for both shows on 7/5, and 7/6. The show on 7/7; I now have to move her up to
the 6-9 month puppy class and can now enter her in the Miscellaneous class in the All-Breed Show as well as
the Open Show. The 4-6 month Beginner Puppy Show and the Open Show requires two entry forms. The
Miscellaneous Class and the Open Show requires two entry forms. So, to enter Pearl in the three day of
shows; I’m mailing in 4 entry forms.
Finally, AKC is now looking for diversity of entries across the United States; so as much as you like meeting
your friends in large groups, it is no longer necessary. As a matter of fact it will eventually hurt you in the long
run when AKC will use these numbers to rank how many Biewer Terriers (dogs and bitches) it will take in each
AKC Regional area for Major wins (when we reach the Toy Group).
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Important Information
General Information
Biewer Terrier 2019 Health Survey Report

BTCA sponsored
Biewer Terrier Health Survey 2019 FINAL.pdf

Coping With Coronavirus
https://link.akc.org/view/5b86ca313f92a47f24d06f27brmfv.swqk/80b26262
Canine Leptospirosis definitely worth printing
https:www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/leptospirosis-indogs-latest-findings/
Inner Circle – Your Breeder of Merit Newsletter
What Breeders of Merit need to know.
https://link.akc.org/view/5b58b94624c17c17c657848aauey7.1s7/7837b478

Hello Members,
To receive a discount on your health testing with Embark, click on the URL Portal and enter the
passcode provided. Thank you for your support and dedication to producing the happiest, healthiest
Biewer Terriers possible.
Portal URL:
embarkvet.com/BiewerTerrier
Passcode:
BTCAINC

AKC Canine Partners Celebrates 10 Years
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/10-years-of-canine-partners-a-decade-of-competitive-mixed-breeddogs/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020040325 | P a g e
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communicates&utm_content=expert_advicesports_10_years_of_canine_partners_a_decade_of_competitive_mixed_breed_dogs-p1

COVID-19 Safety Advice For Breeders
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/dog-breeding/breeders-placing-puppies-amid-covid-19pandemic/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20200403communicates&utm_content=expert_advicedog_breeding_breeders_placing_puppies_amid_covid_19_pandemic-p2

Webinar: COVID-19 A Discussion With AKC CVO, Dr. Jerry Klein
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6426130199349186829
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?

So…
Do you have any ideas for this Newsletter….
Please send them to me…
I would really appreciate your thoughts, pictures and input to make our
Newsletter

Awesome
…

m.elaine.hilton@gmail.com
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